
       

 

Call for the 18th congress 

of the International Association of Democratic Lawyers 

 

 

   IADL President  Jeanne Mirer  

 

Dear Friends, 

The International Association of Democratic Lawyers (IADL) a non-governmental organization having 

consultative status with the United Nations (UN) Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) will hold its 18th 

Congress in Brussels (Belgium) from 15th to 19th April 2014.  

The general theme of the Congress is “Lawyering for people’s rights”  

IADL was founded in 1946 by members of the legal professions who had been active in the struggle against 

fascism. IADL’s first president was René Cassin, who later became president of the European Court of 

Human Rights, and was one of the principle authors of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In its 

rich history since its founding IADL has assisted with legal advice to peoples and liberation movements 

throughout the world who struggled against colonialism, oppression, racism, exploitation.  IADL has 

contributed to the development of contemporary international law to promote peoples’ rights. 

Perpetuating this tradition, IADL brings together members of the different branches of the legal profession, 

lawyers, judges and magistrates, academics, law students who dedicate their professional activity to the 

struggle for the complete realization of all human rights, civil and political, social, economic and cultural. 

IADL also stands for the defense of the collective rights of all peoples and nations to peace, self-

determination, independence, and development. Activists of national IADL member organizations stand 

with people in struggle in these different fields every day in many parts of the world.  



       

 

The Congress is open to IADL members and non-members. IADL has the ambition to make its Congress the 

number one meeting-, networking- and exchange opportunity for legal activists in the world. 2 days of the 

Congress will be dedicated to 10 commissions in which all participants will be invited to share their 

experience on all topics and themes in which legal activists throughout the world participate today: 

 - Peace and the crisis of international law 

 - Democratic peoples’ justice, independence of the judiciary and protection of lawyers  

 - Labour and trade Union Rights in the neo-liberal storm 

 - Rights of Migrants and the struggle against racism 

  -The right to resist, to protest and to organize. 

 - Crisis, Debt and new democratic international economic order  

 - Impunity and international justice 

 - Lawyering for defending and promoting people's rights 

 - The human right to a clean and healthy environment 

 - Struggle for gender equality and against discrimination   

 

The 18th Congress is held in a worldwide context of economic crisis in which the social and economic rights, 

the right to work, to an income, to health, to decent housing, jobs etc. of the economically weaker layers of 

the population throughout the world are sacrificed on one hand and billions of tax money spend to save 

multinational corporations, banks and other sections of the financial services industry.  

 The last decades were also characterized by a growing use of force in the international arena. Illegal wars 

and interventions in Iraq, Afghanistan, Gaza, Congo, and Libya have caused the death and displacement of 

millions of people.  On the domestic front the rights of people to struggle, to organize, to protest have 

been curtailed under the pretext of the war against terrorism, at the same time seeking to undermine the 

governments of countries that have the ambition to develop an alternative view of economic relations and 

integration such as Cuba or Venezuela.  

On the other hand people, nations, and activists throughout the world have been fighting these policies. 

The complete US-domination over Latin America is over. Countries on all continents seek to develop their 

economy building South-South alliances, enhancing their multilateral and bilateral relations in opposition 

to the worldwide domination of a handful of nations and multinational companies. The peace movement 

has been very active in opposing many military adventures of the US and NATO.  Progressive forces have 

developed in many parts of the world with their activities having growing success.  Labour- and trade union 

activists, workers, opponents to the capitalist globalization such as the Occupy movement in the US have 

emerged.  



       

 

Where progressive forces are under attack, legal defense and assistance is needed to counter such assaults 

and protect as much as possible the freedom to act, to organize, to protest. Where people are progressing 

in the struggle for their collective and individual rights, legal advice to forward and consolidate the results 

of such struggles is needed. IADL activists throughout the world stand in the frontline in this matter. Our 

opponents, the rulers of this world, are organized internationally in organizations such as the IMF, in 

multinational companies, in military alliances etc. Progressive legal activists should be even more 

internationally organized to share their experience and reinforce thus mutually their struggles. IADL offers 

the biggest and most extended platform to do so. The Congress is a unique opportunity to learn in 5 days 

what you need to know about the struggles of legal activists like yourself wherever on the planet and to 

build your network that will strengthen your work in the next 5 years for the benefit of those you assist in 

their fight for a better world. 

Contact IADL at BrusselsCongress2014@iadllaw.org to be kept informed about the Congress. Registration 

will be soon open at our website www.iadlllaw.org .Block the dates (15th to 19th April 2014) in your agenda. 

Be there. Inform your friends and colleagues who might be interested.  

 

February 2013 

Jeanne Mirer, IADL president.  
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